
Setting up Useful Posts on your hard drive

It is now possible to have a copy of all the Useful Posts (text only) and the UP Index
on your computer's hard drive.

This allows quicker and more convenient searching than via the link in the 'Files'
section.  It also allows access to the UPs without the need for an internet connection.
It also allows searching for words within just the UP files.

Setting up your computer

To set up the necessary files on your computer, you will need to have software that
can extract (i.e., uncompress) compressed and archive files of the '.zip', '.gz' and '.tar'
file-types.

For Windows users there is free software called '7-Zip' (www.7-zip.org) that
will do this.

Follow these steps:

· On our website at http://www.dhammastudygroup.org/dsgPosts.html there
is a link 'Download UP for HDD'.  Click on the link to download a compressed
file (it has the name '5bnylsffkp.zip', and is approx. 40 MB in size)

· Extract the compressed file and you will see an archive file with the name
'asdf.tar.gz'

· Extract the 'asdf.tar.gz' file and you will have another archive file, 'asdf.tar'

· Extract the 'asdf.tar' file and you will have a folder named 'packageprocess'.

This completes the setting up process.

The 'packageprocess' folder is about 140 MB in size.  It contains everything you need,
namely:

· a copy of the UP index as an html file (file name 'index.html')

· a copy of all the UP messages as individual text files, having the message
number as its file name (e.g., file name '4.txt', '49.txt', etc.; there are approx.
14,000 altogether)

· 2 files that containing computer script (file names 'extract.sh', 'process.sh');
these are the files that link the message numbers in the index file to the
corresponding text file (you will not need to open these).

You may move the 'packageprocess' folder to any convenient place on your hard
drive.

Accessing/using the UP files

· When you double-click on the "index.html" file, it will open in a browser.  It will
look just like the "Useful Posts from the Archive" page on DSG.



· If you click on a message number link, a window will appear showing the open
text file with the message contents (better still, if you 'Ctrl-click' on a link the text
file will appear in a new tab, leaving the index still visible).

· Clicking on several links will open the same number of text files in tabs within the
same window.

For example, the first topic in the "index.html" file is "Abandoning or
overcoming (pahana), Pahana Sutta, SN", and the first link is 19836.  Click on
this link and the corresponding text file will open showing the contents of the
message of that number.

Similarly, if you hold down the "ctrl" key and click on all seven entries under
the first heading, then seven tabs will open, each with its own text message.
You can then easily switch back and forth between the different messages.

· Copying text to paste into a message is easy, as everything is in text format.
(When copying from another message, please remember to acknowledge the
message's author and the message number).

· If you want to open any of the text files directly, this can be done by simply
double-clicking on the file name/icon.  However, to get the text to display
conveniently, Windows users should right-click and use "WordPad" or "Word" to
open the text file, rather than the standard "Notepad" application.


